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 By stating what a congregation does not want to be known gives great insight as to the 
direction they are taking. Bear in mind that a congregation is known not only for what it does, 
but also for that which it refuses to do! A study of the seven churches of Asia (Rev.2-3) 
strongly illustrates this point. 

To the Romans Paul wrote: "For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself" 
(Rom. 14:7). Not only is this true of an individual, but a congregation of the Lord's church as 
well. In other words, the reputation and influence of a congregation is known far and wide. In 
addition to this, Paul wrote, "For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
through you, as it is written" (Rom.2:24). Since it is the case that an individual Christian's 
conduct can cause the name of God to be blasphemed, what about a congregation? In other 
words, can a congregation of the Lord's church cause God's name to be blasphemed by 
their conduct? Without hesitation, and in accordance with I Peter 3:15, the Lord's church at 
Rowlett sends forth the following: 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that refuses to discipline children of 
God that live ungodly lives. The Bible still declares, "Now we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us" (2 Thess.3:6). As brother 
Paul Drum so eloquently stated, "We want to help people go to heaven; not make them 
happy on their way to hell!" Actually, refusing to practice church discipline is a lack of 
genuine love! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation which advances the doctrine: "There is 
not one thing one can to do to contribute to his soul salvation. That everything is a matter of 
grace, and grace alone." Man being a free moral agent is given the opportunity to obey or 
reject the gospel. Every case of conversion involves people doing the will of God, if they 
wish to be saved. On the day of Pentecost the Jews asked, "Men and brethren, what shall 
we do" (Acts 2:37)? If they want to be saved they had to obey the command, "Then Peter 
said unto them, repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). When the Lord 
appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus he asked, "Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do" (Acts 9:6). When Ananias went to Saul he told him what he had to do to 
be saved, "And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Furthermore, Jesus said, "Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven" (Mat.7:21)! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation which embraces denominations as 
"fellow" Christians." With great love in our hearts, we want to so preach, teach and live that 
every denomination will go completely out of existence. That all will simply be Christians; 
members of the one body (the church of Christ (rom.16:16) over which Christ is the head 



(Eph. 1:22-23), and wherein is salvation (Acts 2:47). 
A study of the seven churches of Asia (Rev.2-3) sends forth the thundering message to 

every unfaithful congregation, "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and to the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou repent" (Rev.2:5)! 

Brethren, let us heed the inspired words of Paul so that heaven will be our home. 
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). 
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