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How we conduct ourselves either brings glory or shame upon the cause of Christ. None 
of us live without exerting some kind of influence. Not only is this true of every Christian, but 
congregations of the Lord's church as well. The direction of a congregation is known far 
and wide. It is therefore imperative that we do NOT send uncertain sounds to the local 
church, the brotherhood as well as the community as to the direction we are taking! For 
what then do we at the Rowlett church of Christ NOT want to be known? 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that promotes the unscriptural agenda 
of "unity-in-diversity." The unity for which we plead is based on John 17:20-21 and 
lCor.1:10; Eph.4:4-6! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that accepts unscriptural divorces and 
remarriages. The teaching of Christ is very clear on this matter (Matt. 19:9)! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that is always nit picking, fighting and 
fussing. John 13:34-35 and Eph.4:31-32 characterizes the body of Christ at Rowlett. 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation which teaches truth cannot be 
understood. Jesus made it very clear that one can know truth (John 8:32); that His word is 
truth (John 17:17), and we will be judged by the word (John 12:48). 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that views instrumental music in 
Christian worship as a non-salvation issue. The ONE and ONLY KIND of music authorized in 
the New Testament is vocal music (Eph.5:19). Instrumental music in Christian worship is 
an addition, and adherents thereof will be lost eternally (Rev.22:18-19; 2John9-11)! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that promotes fellowship with the 
denominational world. Paul said, "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them" (Eph.5:11). 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that shelters, and promotes fellowship 
with false teachers. God has NOT changed His mind about this matter (Rom.16:17; 
Eph.5:11; 2 John 9-11) and neither should His people! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that uses amusement and entertainment 
to draw crowds. Recreation and entertainment are a work of the home, and NOT a work of 
the church! The only drawing power authorized of God is the gospel (Rom.1:16)! 

*We do not want to be known as a congregation that promotes the ungodly, divisive 
doctrine of reaffirmation of elders! Both, the qualifications as well as how to remove an 
unqualified elder are clearly set forth in scripture (I Tim.3; Titus 1:5-11; I Pet.5:1-4; I 
Tim.5:19-20). 

Yes, a congregation is known not only for what it does, but also for that which it refuses 
to do. May our heart's desire be that of pleasing our heavenly Father so that heaven will be 
ours! 

                                                                         Ivie Powell       
                                                                        Rowlett, Texas 

 
 



 
         
 

  
 


