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 A few years ago, there was a television commercial that asks the question, "Are we there 
yet?" This of course, is an often repeated question, and I do mean repeated question children ask 
when traveling. Pause, and carefully let that question run through your mind -- "Are we there 
yet?" Other than a lesson on being impatient, what lessons can be gleaned from this particular 
question? 

Take the parent/child relationship. Paul said, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for 
this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) that 
it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 
4:1-3). [Again we read,] "Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto 
the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged" (Colossians 3:20-
21). Are we there yet? 

Then there is the husband/wife relationship. Jesus said, "For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh. ". . .What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. . .And I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery" (Matthew 19:5, 6, 9). 

In addition to these passages note the following: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church and gave himself for it" (Ephesians 5:25). "Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and (cont. p2) be not 
bitter against them" (Colossians 3:18-19). Are we there yet? 

What about world evangelism? Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16:15-16). The early church took seriously the great commission, and "turned the 
world upside down" (Acts 17:6) by taking the soul-saving gospel ". . .to every creature which is 
under heaven. . ." (Colossians 1:23). Brethren, are we there yet? 

Unity of believers was and is the prayer of our Lord (John 17:20-21). To the Ephesians, Paul 
wrote: "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called. With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephesians 
4:1-4). Read carefully, and seriously meditate upon Galatians 5:17, "But if ye bite and devour 
one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another." Brethren, are we there yet? 

Four serious charges are given to elders. (1) "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 



the flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). (2) "Holding fast the faithful word as 
he hath taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers" (Titus 1:9). (3) "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for 
they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you" (Hebrews 13:17). (4) "Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away" (1 Peter 5:2-4). Are we there yet? 

Those who preach as well as those who are thinking about preaching the glorious gospel of 
Christ need to frequently ponder long and hard the following passages. (1) "And how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you. . .Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God" 
(Acts 20:20, 26, 27). (2) ". . .yea woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel" (1 Corinthians 9:16). 
(3) "For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I 
should not be the servant of Christ" (Galatians 1:10). (4) "These things speak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee" (Titus 2:15). (5) And of course the charge 
Paul gave to Timothy, " 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Timothy 4:1-2). Are we there yet? 

As in the first century, so today there are false teachers. What are Christians instructed to do? 
(1) "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. . ." (Matthew 7:15-16). (2) "Now I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned; and avoid them" (Romans 16:17). (3) "Ands have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them" (Ephesians 5:11). (4) "Now we command you 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which ye received of us" (2 Thessalonians 
3:6). (5) "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For 
he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds": (2 John 9-11). Brethren, are we 
there yet? 

This list could easily be extended to include brotherly love (1 John 3:14), controlling the 
tongue (James 3), individual growth (2 Peter 3:18), being serious students of the Bible (2 
Timothy 2:15) as well as many other areas. Truly every facet of the Christian life is and can be 
included in this thought provoking question -- Are we there yet? 

To become a child of God, a Christian, one must believe in Christ (John 8:24), repent of sins 
(Luke 13:3), confess Christ before men (Matthew 10:32) and be immersed "for the remission of 
sins" (Acts 2:38). Friend, are you there yet? To the child of God who needs to be restored 
(Galatians 6:1-2; James 5:19-20) are you there yet? 
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