
 
 

 

The Negative Image of God's Faithful 

 
 
 

"The friendly church," "the caring church," and "the church that everybody likes." 
These are all common phrases used even among brethren at times in trying to promote 
their individual and congregation's image to non-Christians and unfaithful Christians. 
While it is vital that we be friendly, loving and caring by the Bible's definition and let our 
lights shine through good works (Phil. 2:4; Gal. 6:10; Pro. 17:17; Jn. 13:35; Mt. 5:16; 
Eph. 2:10), it is equally vital to understand that the world's image of caring, love and 
friendliness is very seldom in harmony with God's definition of what it means to be 
caring, friendly and loving (Isa. 55:8-9; Pro. 16:25; Jer. 10:23; Isa. 5:20; Pro. 17:15; 1 
Pet. 4:11). Because of this, we must change our attitude and transform our thinking 
(Rom. 12:2) to realize that as a general rule the world has and always will have a 
negative image towards God's faithful (Mt. 10:22; 24:9; Mk. 13:13; Lk. 21:17). 

If we are faithful Christians, then we will and should be hated by many in the world 
because light and darkness do not and cannot mix (Mt. 5:16; Jn. 3:19-21; 1 Pet. 2:9-
10; 1 Jn. 1:5-7; Eph. 5:11; Gal. 4:16). By definition, light exposes darkness which is 
why the world (darkness) has a negative image of God's faithful (light). Consider only a 
few of the many negative images that the world has always had regarding God's 
faithful: 

•    Trouble Makers (1 Kgs. 18:17-18). Ahab accused Elijah of being a "trouble 
maker" to Israel. Yet, in reality, Ahab was the true troubler because Ahab was 
not following the Lord (1 Kgs. 18:18). When we preach the truth and hold 
people accountable, we will be known to the world as trouble makers (also see: 
Acts 16:20). 

•     False Teachers (Acts 18:13; 21:28). Paul was often accused of preaching false 
doctrine because it was not the tradition, nor was it what the Jews were used to. 
Therefore, when we preach the truth against man-made religions and traditions, 
we will often be called false teachers (Mk. 7:6-7). 

•    Controversialists (Acts 17:6). In the New Testament, Christians were known to 
the outside world as "turning the world upside down" and being very 
controversial individuals. .When we preach and teach the whole counsel of God 
(Acts 20:28), we, too, will be known as controversialists. 

    •   Crazy (Acts 26:24). Paul was accused of being crazy and beside himself; 
however, he proved that he was only speaking truth and reason (Acts 26:25). 
When we speak logic in an illogical world, we will be portrayed as the crazy 
ones. 
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 •     Evil doers (2 Tim. 2:8-10). Paul suffered and was accused of being an evil doer 
when all he was doing was proclaiming the gospel. We, too, will be called evil 
for preaching the truth (1 Pet. 4:4). 

 •   Offensive (Mt. 13:57; 15:12; Jn. 6:61). Jesus not only offended those on the 
outside, but He also offended His own disciples with truth. We will be noted by 
sinners as being offensive when we live faithful to God's Word. 

 •    Negative (1 Kgs. 22:8, 18). Micaiah was accused of only speaking evil and not 
being encouraging (1 Kgs. 22:13). However, Micaiah knew he had to speak the 
truth even if it meant that the message was negative (1 Kgs. 22:14-16). We must 
speak the truth even if it is not popular (2 Tim. 4:2). In doing this, we will be 
branded as individuals who are not encouraging and instead are negative. 

The above are just a few of the many examples one can find in Scripture which 
demonstrate how the world viewed God's faithful. Jesus said in John 15:19: "If you were 
of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you." Jesus goes on to teach how 
the world hated Him without a cause (Jn. 15:25). How could one ever develop the idea 
that the same world that hated Christ and put Him to death would ever view His 
followers in a positive light? 
 
 


