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When the students from the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, CT, 

returned to classes they did not go back to their school, the site of the mass murder of 
many of their classmates, teachers, and administrators. Another school in a nearby 
town was selected to receive these brave young people. 

In preparation for their arrival the new school was freshly painted, and the students 
desks from their former campus, as well as their backpacks that had been left behind in 
the wake of the shootings, have been brought to the new campus and put in place for 
them. Heightened security is also a feature of the new classroom. Grief counselors will 
be available for any of the students that might need help coping with the losses they 
have suffered just a few days before what is for most kids their age the happiest time of 
the year. 

The fresh paint, and retrofitting their new campus with their desks and backpacks 
from the old is intended to portray a familiar place for these grade schoolers as they 
return to class, and resume their studies which should have never been so tragically 
interrupted. 

Armed guards and grief counselors unintentionally serve as a grim reminder that a 
part of what happened to them and their school a few days before Christmas cannot be 
painted over or retrofitted. The heroisms and horrors of that day will probably to some 
degree be with them for the remainder of their lives. 

There are some things about Dec. 14, 2012 these kids should always remember. 
Being reminded of these will also be helpful to us when we or someone we love suffers 
a trauma. 

I. Let Them Grieve And Be Sad: Jesus was emotionally, socially, and 
spiritually mature, well-balanced, and secure (Lk.5:52). He was also "a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief" (lsa.53:3). The death of Absalom - a man 
unworthy of any more than the barest of tears - was the recipient of a flood of 
tears, shed by his father, upon the news of his death (2 Sam. 18:33-19:4). Those 
who buried Stephen made "loud lamentation." Part of coping with loss is a 
healthy period of sadness, grief, lamentation. In this case tears are therapeutic. 

2. Honor The Memories of Their Fallen Classmates: I'm glad that measures 
were taken to spare the students from having to see the carnage of their fellow 
students, and their school. This will allow them to remember their fallen 
classmate as they were before they died. Their smiles and laugher; fun times in 
the classroom and on the playground; dinners at each others table and 
sleepovers in each others home. Nehemiah prayed, "Remember me for my 
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good, O my God, that I have done for this people" (Neh.5:19). When Dorcas 
passed, the tunics she had made for others in the church were shown Peter as a 
tribute to her good life (Ac.9:39). 

3.  Never Forget How Much They Are Loved: Many of the students alive today 
survived the assault on the Sandy Hook Elementary School because courageous 
women went to the shooter (Principle and Psychologist), and another stood 
between the shooter and her students (young school teacher who gave up her 
life), or yet another gathered her students in a tiny bathroom telling them over 
and over how much she loved them because she thought they were all going to 
die. She did not want the last thing they heard to be the sound of the gunfire 
taking their lives. I Jn.3:16 says we know love because Jesus died for us, and we 
should be willing to die for one another. Abraham Lincoln commended the brave 
men who gave "the last full measure of devotion" at the battle of Gettysburg. I 
will always be grateful to these women at Sandy Hook who showed us that in a 
crisis, when their own lives were threatened they could care more for others than 
themselves (Phil.2:3-5; Rom. 15:2-3). 

4. Do Not Let This Event Unravel The Fabric of Their Life: When Joseph 
looked back on the evil conduct of his brothers, he could see the goodness of 
God in the outcome (Gen.50:20). After President Reagan was almost fatally 
shot, he believed his life was spared so he could do good for the country and the 
world. It is always emotionally healthy to find or make something good out of a 
tragedy; to see that God wants us to use it for good. Jeremiah was assured that if 
he would "extract the precious from the worthless" (Jer.15:19 MAS), God could 
then use him for His Divine purpose. In every tragedy and misfortune of life, we 
each need to learn how to successfully "use it for the good." 

 


