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The church of Christ in Thessalonica was one of the many congregations established by the 
work of the apostle Paul. The record of its establishment is found in Acts 17:1-9. When Paul first 
entered the city there was no knowledge of the Gospel among its citizens, but that changed as he 
entered the synagogue of the Jews and for three Sabbath days used the scriptures to teach them 
about the Son of God. His teaching resulted in not only Jews, but also a great multitude of Greeks 
becoming Christians. What happened to this early church? 

1. The church was persecuted. The devil, however, did not want a church of Christ in 
Thessalonica. He immediately rallied opposition against the new congregation. In the 
parable of the sower Jesus told about the word of God being planted into the hearts of 
precious souls. He explained how various circumstances would work to destroy the 
word's effectiveness (Matt.l3:18-23). In the parable Jesus said of the seed that fell in the 
stony places, "Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended" 
(Matt.l3:21). This is exactly what the devil did. He stirred up the Jews against the new 
band of Christians and immediately the entire city was set in an uproar. They assaulted 
the house of Jason and charged the Christians inside with violating the decrees of 
Caesar (Acts 17:5-7). 

2.   The church stood. But try as he would the devil could not destroy the faith of this band 
of Christians. Even with fiery opposition from the community the church in Thessalonica 
held to the faith and refused to surrender. 

3.   The church was effective. Not only did they hold on, but they also became very active in 
spreading the Gospel. In his first letter to the church Paul by inspiration wrote, 
"Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father" (I Thess. 1:3). 
What work and labor was Paul referring to? In verse number 8 he said, "For from you 
sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad: so that we need not to speak 
anything." They had done such an extensive work of evangelizing the entire region that 
Paul said, ". . .so that we need not to speak anything." Paul could focus his 

efforts in other places. 
No cell phones, or internet, no copy machines, no automobiles, or any of the other technical 

convinces that we have and yet they spread the Gospel of Christ far and wide. Even with no 911 
numbers to call the police when people threatened them, they held tenaciously to the faith. They 
underwent frightening and disturbing threats, but they would not deny the savior that died for 
their salvation. Like Jesus they worked the work of their heavenly Father while the 
opportunity was available (John 9:4). Their record stands as an example for us to follow so let us 
be modern day Thessalonians. 

 

 
         



 

  
 


