
"HOW TO FACE FIERY TRIALS"  
(Excerpts from Richard Massey's material) 
INTRODUCTION TO I PETER 4:12-19  

 

 

. . . The subject of the fiery trials of the Christian is not one that has wide appeal in a society which 
holds so dear its creature comforts. If inconvenience is perceived, we tend to want to avoid it. The Lazy 
Boy recliner gratifies people so much that they no longer want to get up to change the TV channel; 
hence, the remote control was developed. Unfortunately, this mindset of effortless, painless, trouble-free 
living is frequently found in our approach to religion. Our concept of Christianity is rapidly becoming 
only a shadow of true Christianity. We leave our comfortable air-conditioned homes to ride in our 
pleasantly air-conditioned automobiles to enter a beautiful air-conditioned, carpeted building and sit in a 
padded pew. Our wonderful blessings are spoiling us. If we sit in a worship assembly over a certain 
period of time, we complain that too much is being demanded of us. It has gotten so bad that I fear that, if 
for some reason the church building could no longer be air-conditioned, attendance and membership would 
radically diminish. 

Yet there is another kind of comfort that is sought by members of the Lord's church: the mental 
and emotional ease which members are seeking. These are content when sin and error are not denounced. 
According to this thinking, no one is to do anything which will "rock the boat." To address a sinner's 
specific sin is to them disturbing and unsettling. Hence, some would rather compromise with error 
than to expose it (Eph.5: ll). They prefer to disobey God, be comfortable in their religion, and let error 
have its way. This attitude of a painless, convenient religion is producing a complacent church and non-
militant Christian soldiers. 

But such ease and comfort was not the tenor of early Christian life. Christians in Peter's day had 
entered a period of having to face severe and vexatious testing. They needed to know how to face severe 
and vexatious testing. They needed to know how to face these trials successfully. The eight verses of I Peter 
4:12-19 form a part of the necessary information which would bolster them spiritually and provide a 
sufficiently perfect plan for overcoming these struggles (2 Tim.3:16-17; Jam. 1:25; 2 Pet. 1:3-4). We are 
living in the same evil, hostile world in which they lived; so this plan of success is just as relevant to us 
as it was to them. It will work for us just as it did for them. We know that Christians in every age will 
suffer hardships (2 Tim.3:12). This being the case, let us give study and learn "How To Face Fiery Trials." 

Verse 12: The Christian must anticipate trials. 
 Verse 13: The Christian must rejoice in trials. 
 Verse 14: The Christian must realize God's presence in trials. 
 Verse 15: The Christian must remain pure in time of trial. 
 Verse 16: The Christian must not be ashamed of trials. 
 Verse 17: The time for judgment had come. 
 Verse 18: The righteous would scarcely be saved. 
 Verse 19: The Christian must be committed in time of trial. 
 

CONCLUSION 
It will be with us just as it is with the wheat. Either we will undergo the pressure of the trials, be tossed 

up into the wind, and be blown away and forgotten as the useless chaff, or we will fall right down at the 
feet of our Master. If we fall at His feet, we will then be gathered up by Him and put into His gamer 
(bam). The farmer never records a tally of the chaff, never tells his neighbors of a bumper crop of chaff, 
and will never feel any sense or delight in chaff (Psa. 1:4-6). The harvested wheat is the only thing in 
which the Farmer (God) is interested at the close of the season. The wheat is His delight, His honor, and His 
glory. Let us be as the wheat, and be personally purified by those important periods of testing. Note: See 
Studies in 1, 2 Peter and Jude, The Seventeenth Annual Denton Lectures November 8-12, 1998 for 
the full discussion under each of brother Massey's points). 


