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Editorial 

       
A recent trend among a few of our colleges is the hiring of 

denominational seminary professors for special lectureships. 
Usually these men are hired to teach the Bible students in 
these schools, many of whom aspire to be preachers in the 
church. 

Before proceeding, I would like to preface my statements 
by first acknowledging that such articles as this bring a fair 
share of criticism from brethren who do not like controversy. 
Secondly, I want you to know that I am willing to bear the 
criticism for the sake of our readers knowing what is 
happening, and more importantly, in the hope that this 
unnecessary practice will cease forever. 

So that you know what is happening, here is a brief 
summary of what I know on the subject. 

On several occasions Lipscomb University in Nashville 
has used denominational professors to lecture on biblical 
themes. Recently, Scott McKnight from the Northern 
Seminary in Lombard, IL, lectured on the annual Biblical 
Preaching Seminar. 

Heritage Christian University in Florence, AL, has been 
hosting the annual Charles Coil lectureship in recent years. 
For the past several years the forum has been given to a 
denominational professor. Last year they hired Thomas Long of 
Emory University in Atlanta, to lecture on preaching. This 
April, they are hiring Ralph Klein of the Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago. 

Harding School of Theology in Memphis has begun the 
W.B. West Lectures. In 2011 the featured speaker was a 
professor from Union University in Jackson, TN, George 
Guthrie. He also spoke in their chapel service. 

Oklahoma Christian University will be hosting the 
McGaw Lecture with N.T. Wright, Anglican Bishop and 
professor at Saint Andrews in Scotland. 

Freed-Hardeman University has also joined this group by 
hosting their own denominational professor, Craig L. 
Blomberg, who teaches at Denver Seminary in Denver. That 
event took place last October. 

What Gives? 

What gives? In the first place, hiring these men to speak to 
our students is a slap in the face to every qualified brother in 
our great brotherhood. The very idea that you believe we do 
not have men among us as qualified to lecture on these 
subjects is degrading and insulting. If it is true that we have 
not produced a man so qualified in nearly 200 years of 
Christian education, perhaps we need to close the doors and 
sell off every one of these campuses. 

You have betrayed the trust we have placed in you, the 
colleges. How can we believe you are truly dedicated to the 
restoration of New Testament Christianity when you hire 
denominational professors? Do you believe there is no 
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difference in us and them?   Do you believe the churches of 
Christ represent one of the many manmade denominations? 

You have also betrayed your founding purpose and the 
work that has been done by your predecessors. You are 
betraying the men and women who have built these schools by 
advocating a practice they never would have endorsed. And 
the very idea of naming these lectureships after men like West 
and Coil is the ultimate insult to their memory. 

You are betraying the churches and individuals who 
financially support your schools. Do these brethren know you 
are taking their money and hiring denominational professors? 

Furthermore, you have opened the door for someone at a 
future date to hire such a man permanently. After all, if it is in 
keeping with your founding purpose and mission statement to 
hire him for one day, why not two days, three days? Where 
will it end? 

What gives? Your word has given way and crumbled 
beneath your feet. Personally, I cannot believe or seriously 
consider one word spoken by these schools as long as such a 
practice continues. 

What gives? Any consistent application of 2 John 9-11 has 
given way. What will 'you now be able tell your students 
about bidding Godspeed to those in doctrinal error? What 
have you already taught them by your example? 

I hope the perceived worldly acclaim you believe you are 
receiving from such events is worth what they are costing you 
— the trust of your brethren. 

Trust is often hard to earn. Many of your schools have had 
faithful men working overtime to assure the brethren that you 
are to be trusted. 

Trust is also easier to lose than it is to gain. Such practices 
will cause you to lose the trust that your predecessors have 
worked so hard to earn. 

Trust can be redeemed. Our great brotherhood is filled 
with forgiving souls. Give them something to forgive. 

If you pompously act as if you are doing no wrong and are 
justified by this practice, you will lose support. More 
importantly, you will lose trust. And as long as you are 
arrogant about it, the brethren will continue to distrust you. 
But if you repent, and return to the founding principles which 
we have supported these many years, trust can be redeemed. 

Let us leave one last message to our brethren operating 
these schools — you are not bigger than the brotherhood. Your 
schools are not essential to the cause of Christ. The church 
can live without you. If you believe that you are above the 
law, the law of Christ, indeed it is He who ultimately will 
rebuke you. 

Andy Erwin 


