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We have been blessed to live in a country 
which grants its citizens the right to 
religious freedom. We have a religious 
freedom unprecedented in this world's 
history. 

More than two hundred years ago de-
vout Bible students, preachers, and church 
leaders used this freedom to return to the 
teachings of the Bible and restore the 
church of the New Testament in this 
country. 

Many of you will find in your family's 
history parents, grandparents, and 
great-grandparents who came out of the 
darkness of religious error and returned 
to a religion based solely on the word of 
God. 

In their approach to the Scriptures, 
these pious souls used certain fundamental 
principles to guide them. Let us study 
three of these maxims in this article. 

"Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; 
and where the Scriptures are silent, we 
are silent." 

In 1808, a special meeting was called at 
the house of Abraham Altars, and at this 
meeting Thomas Campbell declared his 
conviction that the word of God was 
all-sufficient as a basis of union and 
cooperation for Christians. Of course, this 
condemned all creeds. 

He then stoutly urged all to abandon 
everything in religion for which there 
could not be produced the word of God. 
He announced the famous statement: 
"Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; 
and where the Scriptures are silent, we are 
silent." 

CampbelTs words have become a maxim 
for all who have given up creeds and 
have taken the Bible alone as their rule of 
faith and worship in the service of God. 

The sentiment expressed by Campbell 
is a biblical truth. Man has always been 
instructed not to go beyond the bounda-
ries of divine revelation. 

At the giving of the Law of Moses we 
read: 

"Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it, that ye may keep the com-
mandments of the LORD your God which I 
command you" (Deuteronomy 4:2). 

At the conclusion of the Book of Reve-
lation we find: 

"For I testify unto every man that heareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book, If 
any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which are written 
in this book" (Revelation 22:18-19). 

The Scriptures not only teach this truth, 
but also how to obey it. Observe: 

"And these things, brethren, I have in a 
figure transferred to myself and to Apollos 
for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not 
to think of men above that which is 
written, that no one of you be puffed up for 
one against another" (1 Corinthians 4:6). 

"For we dare not make ourselves of the 
number, or compare ourselves with some 
that commend themselves: but they meas-
uring themselves by themselves, and com-
paring themselves among themselves, are 
not wise" (2 Corinthians 10:12). 

"No Creed but the Bible." 

"Raccoon" John Smith and John Rogers 
joined with Barton W. Stone and John T. 
Johnson in a series of unity discussions. 
The four men decided to call a general 
meeting to discuss the unity of their 
groups at Georgetown, Kentucky on De-
cember 23-26, 1831. 

A second meeting was conducted over 
the New Year's weekend in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Smith was the spokesman for 
the Campbell group and after having pled 
for unity concluded by saying: "Let us, 
then, my brethren, be no longer 
Campbellites or Stoneites, New Lights or 
Old Lights, or any other kind of lights, but 
let us come to the Bible and to the Bible 
alone, as the only book in the world that 
can give us all the light we need." 

On this basis he and Stone extended the 
right hand of fellowship to each other to 
symbolize the unity of the two groups. 

You will observe that this too is a biblical 
principle. After all, who is to say which 
doctrines should be included in a 

creed and which doctrines should be ex-
cluded? If a creed is one doctrine shy of 
the New Testament, it is too small for 
Christians. If it has one doctrine too 
many, it is too large for Christians. 

The purpose for creeds in the Protestant 
world is to distinguish one 
denominational church from another. 
However, all that has ever been needed to 
distinguish the Lord's church from the 
world - the saved from the lost - is the 
testimony of the word of God (John 8:47). 

The word of God must be our standard - 
nothing more, nothing less (John 12:48). If 
we will follow the Bible and the Bible 
alone we will walk by the same rule and 
mind the same thing (Philippians 3:16). "In 
matters of faith - unity; in matters of 
opinion - liberty; in all things - charity." 

Restoration leaders followed Paul (cf. 1 
Corinthians 11:1) by urging unity in mat-
ters of faith. Paul wrote, "Now I beseech 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment" (1 Corinthians 1:10). 

The great apostle also urged liberty in 
matters of opinion. He wrote, "Finally, 
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and 
the God of love and peace shall, be with 
you" (2 Corinthians 13:11). 

Of course, he also stated that charity 
was the greatest of all. "Charity suffereth 
long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things" (1 
Cor. 13:4-7). 

If we practice these maxims in our ap-
proach to the Scriptures and one another, 
we will be faithful to God. If we ignore 
these maxims in our approach to the 
Scriptures, we will inevitably return to the 
religious error and bondage from which 
our forefathers broke free. 
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