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 The church of the Bible is invincible and imperishable. The annals of history tell of violent storms 
the ship of Zion has weathered. Apostasy was foretold from the beginning (Acts 20:20, 30; 2 
Thess.2:3). Judaism caused many to stumble (Acts 15:1, 2). Paganism with its temples and rituals 
likewise raised its cries (Acts 17:16-32; 19:23-41). Grecian philosophies must also be added to the list 
((I Cor. 1:18-25). Not the least was the Roman broadsword which caused the world to run red with 
Christian's blood (Rev. 1:9; 17:1-9). Truly, the gates of hell have warred against the church, yet have 
not prevailed. Today one of the greatest of all threats is denominationalism. 

Denominationalism is a threat because there is a difference between unity and division. 
The Lord's church is never spoken of as a divided institution. The heavenly ideal is oneness (I 
Cor.l2:12, 13, 14-27; Acts 4:32; Eph. 2:14, 15; 4:3-6). Denominational catch phrases such as 
"unity in diversity" and "let us agree to disagree" fly in the face of the strong directives of I Cor. 
1:10 "that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment." 

Denominationalism is a threat to the church because there is a difference between divine 
authority and human authority. For those who desire to please God, only the scriptures are 
authority (I Peter 4:11). One looks in vain for divine (scriptural) authority for such doctrines and 
practices as sprinkling and pouring for baptism, instrumental music, salvation by faith only, 
etc. The chain of disrespect for the authority of the Bible is hitched to the Devil's chariot. 
Denominationalism originated in and survives out of a respect for human authority. 

Denominationalism is a threat because there is a difference in essential and non-essential 
things. It views the New Testament church as non-essential, as belonging to man, thus, to fashion 
as he pleases. But the church is property of Christ, being purchased with the blood of God's 
Son (Acts 20:20); and is not subject to the caprice of man. The church is composed of saved 
souls (Acts 2:47) and nothing about it is optional. 

Denominationalism is a threat because there is a difference between salvation and 
damnation. There are ways that seem right but end in death (Prov.l4:12). In order to exist, a 
man-made church must add to or take from the oracles of God, which results in condemnation 
(Deut.4:2; Prov.30:6; 2 John 9). Denominations are everywhere by the hundreds, but salvation 
is found only in the undenominational body of Christ. The flaming lesson of judgment will be 
that God brooks no mutilation of His Word (Rev.22:18, 19). 

Denominationalism is a threat to truth because there is a difference in right and 
wrong. There is a divinely given name to wear in religion (Acts 11:26; 4:12) and sectarianized 
names are wrong. There is a divinely given pattern for worship (Acts 2:42; I Cor. 16:12; Eph. 
5:19) and corruptions of this pattern are wrong. There is a divinely given body of doctrine (Jude 
3) and all other doctrines are wrong (I Tim. l: 13). 

Denominationalism is sin. Making things after the true pattern (Heb.8:5) will cause us to 
teach one Shepherd (John 10:16). The road of denominationalism is a morass of delusion being 
paved by the doctrines of devils. Men imbued with the spirit of faithfulness can overcome 
denominationalism and through the church make known to the world the manifold wisdom of God. 

 


