
 
 

Endeavoring "To Keep the Unity of the Spirit In the Bond of Peace" 
(Eph. 4:1-6) - Part III 

 
 

 
 
 

Unity at All Cost? 
Some think that we should seek unity at all cost. These have the thought, it 

seems, that if we are kind, patient, loving enough, then doctrinal differences will 
all go away. While it is true that we must be kind, loving, and patient, we are not 
to accept the spiritual mentality that would lead us to sacrifice our connection to 
our Lord and His doctrine. But upon our conviction, based on the Truth, let us 
stand. Any other action on our part would be to thus commit spiritual suicide. 

A case in point is found in the "unity meetings" that were conducted 
around the country. The representatives of the Christian Church have made it 
very clear that they do not intend to give up the mechanical instruments for the 
sake of unity. They rather say, if you will accept our mechanical instrument in 
New Testament worship, we can return to unity. One man said that these 
"unity meetings" reminded him of the drunkard who had been put away by his 
wife because of his whisky bottle. He came to her and said, "If you will accept 
my bottle, we can get back together!" The writer John gives the reason why 
some go out from us: "they were not of us" (I Jn. 2:19). 

Those who do not respect the authority of the Word, and add their own 
innovations to it, cannot correctly replace the Lord's system with their own and 
be pleasing to God (II Thess. 2:10-12). Doctrinal division drives Christ and His 
authority out of the church (Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:22 -23). When men start down 
the slippery slope of doing things that are not authorized in God's Word, they 
will soon be led into other sins. Unity is based on our abiding in the doctrine or 
teaching of the word of God (II Jn. 9-11). "Unity in diversity," which some 
advocate, gives two contradictory terms and two opposite ideas. If we have 
unity, we are not then divided. But if we are divided, then we do not have 
unity. This doctrine promotes division, not unity, and will lead the church into 
apostasy. To say that "doctrine does not matter" flies in the face of the Word 
by which we are sanctified (Jn. 17:17) and shows man's attitude to be rebellious 
against the Scriptures (II Tim. 3:16-17). Let us give diligence to maintain unity, 
but not at any price. 
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A Song of Unity 
David, the sweet singer of Israel, sang of the excellence of brotherly unity. 

Notice closely his words: "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity! It is like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down 
upon the beard, even Aaron's beard; that carne down upon the skirt of his 
garments; Like the dew of Hermon, that cometh down upon the mountains of Zion: 
For there Jehovah commanded the blessing. Even life for evermore" (Psa. 133:1-3). 

There is nothing sweeter and more pleasant, more soothing and beneficial, to 
the heart of men than for brethren to dwell together in unity. On the other hand, it 
is a stifling thing to enter a congregation where the tension is so thick one could 
cut it with a knife. Strife and division cut deeply into the emotions of the heart. It 
is not only a good thing for brethren to dwell together in unity; it is vital to the 
continued existence, growth, and development of the Lord's church. 

It has been before stated that some things are good that are not pleasant (such 
as medicine, surgery), and some that are pleasant but are not good (such as sin, 
lust, and pride). But unity among God's people is both good and pleasant. It gives 
the people in the church the smell of a sweet fragrant perfume. Unity is as soothing 
to the people of God as was the oil on Aaron's head in the hot weather, when it ran 
down on his beard, and even on the skirt of his garment. The dew of Hermon was 
fertilizing to the mountains and fields below it. So unity brings fruit or growth to 
the church. Who wants to be a member of a congregation that is fighting and 
divided? Being among God's faithful brethren in unity will bring the blessings of 
God here/ and in the after while, "life for evermore." 
 


