
 
 

 
Endeavoring "To Keep the Unity of the Spirit In the Bond of Peace" 

(Eph. 4:1-6) - Part II 

 
 

The Early Church of Christ 
Some wonder, while others doubt, if indeed we can have this unity today. Paul 

said Ephesus had it! So we know it is possible and needful. To the Corinthians it 
was written, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (I Cor 
1:10). This is the unity Paul commanded and for which Jesus prayed. Having been 
commanded by the Lord in the Great Commission to teach the newly made 
disciples to "observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and I am with 
you even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:20), the apostles made these baptized 
believers of one mind and one mouth by their teaching. We see the high qualities of 
unity in the early church in their worship, in their generosity and liberality, in their 
compassion one for another, and in their strictness of discipline. The book of Acts 
records clearly these actions of unity. Luke gave the reason when he wrote, "And 
they continued stedfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42; 20:7). 

We are to follow, imitate, and emulate the example of the first century church. 
Inspired men, who expressed and upheld the Lord's will, were the ones who guided 
them. Their practices are incapable of being improved upon and are to be our 
pattern, if we would please the Lord (Matt. 7:21-28). This is the way we come to 
the "unity of the Spirit" and have the bond (or glue) of peace (Eph. 4:3). As the 
Gospel spread, many congregations (flocks together) in different locations sprang up 
(Rev. 2-3). But, all were required to be the same in their message. The doctrine of 
Christ is applicable to and for all places and times (I Pet. 4:11; II Jn. 9-11). 

We Must Not Cause Division 
One who preaches another doctrine, or proclaims his own opinions, will cause 

division in the body of Christ. This is as serious as piercing the side of our Lord 
with a sword! We acknowledge that there are many unfortunate situations that 
arise in every congregation, and difficult decisions must be made. This is the 
reason that the Lord placed elders (older men) over the flock to feed and protect it 
(Acts 20:28). They are to be the "watchmen on the wall" to guard the church from the 
wolves (Acts 20:29-31). 
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We should never desire to cause controversy, nor should we take any "side" 
except the Lord's side. We should all have a love for the bride of Christ above our 
very own life here (Eph. 5:25). When conflicts come, as they have in the past over 
literature, Bible classes in the church, women teachers, individual communion cups, 
located preachers, cooperation in evangelism, liberalism, or premillennialism, let us 
settle the problems with a thus saith the Lord and say with Paul, "What saith the 
scriptures?" (Rom. 4:3). We have so little time on earth to do our work. Let us look 
carefully "how we walk" (Eph. 5:15-17). The devil rejoices in the disunity of 
brethren (I Pet. 5:8). The Ephesian brethren are exhorted to preserve the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, and so it should be with us. In some cities, one is blessed 
if he can find one sound congregation endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 

Seven Points of Unity 
There is so .much that unites us. Paul mentions seven points of unity: "One 

body" (organization), "one Spirit" (to give life), "one hope" (purpose), "one Lord" 
(authority), "one faith" (teaching), "one baptism" (practice), "one God" (worship). 
We know that denominational churches deny all of these things mentioned. Let 
each one of us seek to uphold with utmost respect the name of Christ, the worship of 
God, the organization of the church , the work given in the New Testament, and the 
hope of the world (Mk. 16:15-16). There is no end to what can be accomplished when 
we all pull together. Within the church we have great men and women with 
knowledge, with many abilities. We have sufficient resources and great talent. And 
we must remember that God is ever with us when or while we are faithful (Rom. 
8:31). Every individual should be on his knees, praying that we may use the 
blessings God has given us to further the kingdom on earth. Jesus gave us our duty 
in those missionary passages of the Sermon On the Mount concerning our being 
salt and light in the world (Matt, 5:13-16). Micah wrote in the Old Testament, "He 
hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God" (Micah 6:8). 
 


