
 
 

 
  

The Untouchable  

  
 
In the Old Testament, some laws are hard to understand. They were laws that God put in place 
for His people, laws that sought to protect. Nonetheless, laws that today seem a bit strange, 
perhaps even a little “overboard.” However, these were laws that a perfect and just God put in 
place and instructed His people not to withhold His instruction.   
 
In the book of Leviticus, we find chapter after chapter of “laws concerning…” In (Lev.15) we 
find “The law concerning bodily discharges.” Beginning in (vs.19…) there is the law regarding a 
woman and the discharge of blood. During this time, she “shall remain unclean.” Anything thing 
she touches will be unclean, along with anyone who touches her. Once this time had passed, she 
was to “count for herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean” (Lev.15:28). 
 
However, (Lev.15:25) speaks of a time when this uncleanness “runs beyond her usual time of 
impurity. Here is the verse in its entirety “If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, 
other than at the time of her customary impurity, or if it runs beyond her usual time of impurity, 
all the days of her unclean discharge shall be as the days of her customary impurity. She shall be 
unclean.” 
 
Well, in (Mk.5) we find a woman who “had suffered many things from many physicians. She 
had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. When she heard about 
Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. For she said, “If only I may 
touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” (vss.26-28) 
 
What was wrong with this woman? (Mk.5:25) “Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for 
twelve years” That means that this woman has been unclean for twelve years! Everything that 
she touched would be considered unclean. And if that is not enough, anyone who touched her 
would be unclean. Could it be that for twelve years this woman has been untouched? No one 
there to hold her, to hug her, to gently calm her longing for some kind/any kind of affection. 
Could she have had a family? Kids? How would she be able to care for them, cook for them, 
clothe them, hug and love them? How was she able to feed and care for herself? She had spent 
all she had on doctors, only to worsen.  
 
As bad and hopeless as this situation must have seemed for this woman, she never gave up. She 
would continue to look for help, continue to look for a cure. And at last, she would find this 
help/this cure. In fact, (vs.27) tells us that “she heard about Jesus.” She had to have heard how 
He was healing multitudes of people, for she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be 
made well” (vs.28). What does that tell us? It tells us that she was willing to do more than just 
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“hear” - she was willing to put forth the effort. And effort would be what it would take to 
maneuver through this crowd that “thronged Him” (vs.24). To be thronged means to be 
“crowded or pressed by a multitude of persons” (Webster).  
 
However, nothing was going to stop the determination of this woman “If only I may touch His 
clothes…” Touch His clothes she did and “Immediately…she felt in her body that she was 
healed of the affliction” (vs.29). And Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. 
Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction” (vs.34)  
 
No matter how tough a situation may seem. Jesus is always there to bring ones suffering to an 
end. However, it takes more than just hearing about Jesus and His ability to heal. We must be 
willing to go to Him, to reach out to Him, and to cling to His everlasting power to heal.  
 


