
 
 

 
  

To whom or to what are you looking to?  

  
 
Generally, when one thinks about faith their mind goes directly to Hebrews 11. A chapter that 
has been called the “hall of faith” or “the chapter of faith.” It is here that many names are 
provided, names that are associated, that are attached, to the word faith. Noah was a man of faith, 
Abraham was a man of faith, Enoch was a man of faith, one who “pleased God” and the list 
could go on.  
 
 
As you move into chapter 12 of Hebrews you are greeted with the following two verses 
“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2. looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.” (Heb.12:1,2). 
 
 
“Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.” We could say “since we are 
surrounded by such great influencers, such great examples, those who have gone before us.” Let 
us then lay aside every weight, and every sin, that looks to ensnare us. James, in (James 1:21) put 
it this way, “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” Paul in (Col.3:2) wrote, “Set 
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth”  and then in (Phil4:8) he encouraged the 
following, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these 
things.”  
 
 
To set our minds on things above, and to meditate on those things which are true, then we have 
our eyes fixed, not on that which can ensnare us, but “on Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith” (vs.2). With our eyes set on Jesus, and on those things above, we can run this race with 
endurance “holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not 
run in vain or labored in vain.” (Phil.2:16).  
 
 
“Jesus Christ as the author”. According to Webster, an author is, “One who originates or 
creates”. Christ is the originator of faith, it is because of Him that we have hope, have One to 
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look to, and hold the same unity of Christianity. Christ is not only the author of faith and hope 
but also of love, a new law, and salvation that leads to life.  
 
Christ is also the “Finisher.” Jesus came with a set plan in mind, and though He went through 
many hard times He completed what was set before Him. Until Christ, no one had fulfilled the 
law, and Christ did so through temptations, through rejection, through many heartaches, and 
ultimately death on the cross. He finished, and this is the example that we look to, to give us 
hope because Christ is a great example of obedience and One that finished the race. He is the 
One to follow behind in order to be finishers ourselves.  
 


