
 
 

 
  

Peter the Pope?   

 
 
 
 
  This morning's lesson will come from Matthew 16:13-19. In verse 15 Jesus asks 
His disciples “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” Peter answered and 
said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Upon this confession, Jesus 
said to Peter “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven." (Mat.16:17-19). 
 
The Catholics believe that this was Christ blessing Peter as the first Pope over the 
church. Releasing into his hands the authority (the keys) to make religious 
decisions concerning the church. They believe that all Catholic “Christians” are to 
follow the rule of the Pope as instructed by Christ Himself. “Did Peter's authority 
die with him? No, it was handed down to a man named Linus, and after he died, it 
was handed down to another, and so on, during the past 2000 years.” (A 
Catechism for Adults, by William Cogan, 1975 ed., pp. 55,56). Could these things 
be true? Could Peter have been the first Pope? No. Let us turn to the Bible and find 
out just why not.  
 
1. No such office is mentioned in the Bible.  
 
The Bible specifically gives the names and qualifications of several offices that 
served or continue to serve in the church. For instance, in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and in 
Titus 1:5-9 you find the qualifications of those who desire to be an Elder. In 1 
Timothy 3:8-13 the qualifications of the Deacons are listed. There were also 
explicit requirements for one to be an apostle – Acts 1:21-26; 2 Corinthians 
12:11,12. Why would God overlook the position of the Pope? Especially, when 
this would be a position passed down.  
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2. The body cannot have two heads. 
 
 We know that the body and the church are the same (Col.1:18) “And He (Christ) is 
the head of the body, the church...” The church only has one Savior and one Head 
and Peter is neither of the two – (Eph.5:23) “For the husband is head of the wife, 
as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.” 
 
3. Peter was a Married man.  
 
The Catholics forbid marriage to all Popes who “are called/chosen.” And yet, Peter 
had a wife – (Mat.8:14) “Now when Jesus had come into Peter's house, He saw his 
wife's mother lying sick with a fever.” Peter the first Pope? It is also interesting to 
note - (1Tim.4:1-3) “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 
demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot 
iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.” 
 
4. Peter was just a man.  
 
To show complete submission to the Pope, Catholic followers will bow themself at 
the feet of the Pope. They will kiss his hand while calling him “father.” However, 
Peter in Acts chapter 10 rebuked a man for bowing himself before him – (Acts 
10:25-26) “As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet 
and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand up; I myself am also a 
man.” 
 
Peter the first Pope? Absolutely not!   
 


