
 
 

 
  

What would you miss heaven for? 

 
 
 
 
  Considering our sermon this morning “Don’t miss heaven for snails.” I thought it 
would be appropriate if we looked at the lives of those who forfeited heaven. This, 
of course, is with the hope that those who were left with the opportunity to repent 
took it. This is the same hope of every lost and every erring soul, that they would 
mourn and turn from that which will drive their soul away from the all-loving God. 
 
First, let us consider Ananias and his wife Sapphira. Both had purposed in their 
heart to lie and steal from man, but more dangerously, from God. They took and 
sold a possession and kept back part of the proceeds, and then brought a portion 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet. After being confronted about their dishonesty (lying 
to the Holy Spirit) they fell and breathed their last (Acts 5:1-11). For a few coins, 
Ananias and Sapphira gave up their lives and all the beauty of heaven. 
 
Second, let us consider Felix and his wife Drusilla. Paul had been brought before 
Felix accused of causing an uproar. Paul taking full advantage of the opportunity 
talked to Felix about his hope in God and the resurrection of the dead. After 
hearing these things Felix adjourned the proceedings for “some days.” Then he 
sent for Paul who this time spoke to both Felix and his wife Drusilla about many 
things to come, including the judgment. Upon Felix hearing these things he was 
afraid and said to Paul “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will 
call for you.” (Acts 24). From all that is recorded for us, Felix gave up heaven for a 
time that may have never come.  
 
Third, let’s look at Pilate and the mob that cried out for the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. I’m sure you recall Jesus being brought before Pilate with the 
desire to have Him sentenced to death. After Pilate took and questioned Jesus 
about who He is and the “charges” against Him, then came out to the people and 
said, “I find no fault in Him at all.” This same statement was repeated two more 
times but to no avail. The people wanted Jesus crucified and the more Pilate tried 
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to reason, the more the people cried out “crucify Him, crucify Him!” If that 
statement alone doesn’t place a lump in the back of your throat, perhaps this 
statement will “And all the people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on 
our children." Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged 
Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. This is found in (Mat.25:25) in the prior 
verse in (vs.24) “Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a 
tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, "I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it." Pilate gave 
up heaven for the fear of man. The crowd gave up heaven for the hate of the 
innocent Messiah.  
 
There are many more we could consider, but our fourth and last will be Demas. 
There is not a whole lot of information given about Demas. However, we can take 
from the information provided that he was at one time a faithful man of God but 
gave it all up for the pleasures of this world. In Colossians, we find Demas greeting 
the brethren “Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. Greet the brethren 
who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.” (Col.4:14-
15). However, there is a great turn that takes place in (2Tim.4:9-10) “Be diligent 
to come to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present 
world, and has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for 
Dalmatia.” Demas forfeited heaven for the love of this world.  
 
The question, is there anything in your life, friends, family, time or money, that 
you would forfeit heaven for?   
 
 


