
 
 

 
  

A MONUMENT TO THE BOLL WEEVIL 

 
 
 
 
  If you have never heard of a boll weevil let me turn your attention to one of the 
most destructive agricultural pests that has wreaked havoc for cotton farmers for 
years. Since its arrival from Mexico in 1892, the weevil has cost the American 
cotton industry more than $23 billion in losses and prompted the largest 
eradication effort in the nation's history (According to the online Smithsonian 
Magazine). Well, on December 11th, 1919 the folks of Enterprise, Alabama erected 
a boll weevil monument to show their appreciation to this crazy little insect.  
 
 This, of course, begs the question, why? Why would anyone build a monument in 
honor of such a harmful and financially crushing bug? Well in short, because it 
taught the farmers of Enterprise to diversify, to broaden their farming skills. It 
started with a man by the name H. M. Sessions who convinced C. W. Baston, an 
indebted farmer, to try peanut farming. Baston took him up on his offer and his 
first crop brought enough to pay off his debt and still have a little leftover. This 
brought great financial relief to all the farmers, and for the economy of this small, 
but now a strong community.  
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So, what can we learn from the folks of Enterprise? We can learn that times of 
devastation can indeed bring a better future. Think about Paul and the events of his 
life. Paul spent a great deal of time incarcerated. He spent a great deal of time 
recovering from the wounds he received. He spent a lot of time defending himself, 
but first and foremost, Christ. So, what was His crime? Preaching and spreading 
the gospel. Was Paul in the most ideal conditions? No, but he holds as an example 
that hard times can bring forth good/better times. Because of Paul’s determination 
(regardless of the consequence), the gospel went to “every creature under heaven” 
(Col.1:23). Because of Paul’s determination, thirteen letters of the New Testament 
were written. Some were written while behind bars. Paul showed us how to live 
“For to me, to live is Christ” and how to die “and to die is gain.” (Phil.1:21).  
 
Brethren, we are going to face hard times, but we must ask ourselves “what will be 
the end gain?” Remember when Saul “made havoc of the church” this may have 
seemed overwhelming for those new Christians of faith, but the result was a 
scattering of the people and the gospel. James in (James 1:2-3) wrote, “My 
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces patience.” It can enhance our patience, our faith, and our 
ability to know that sometimes what seems to be an uncontrollable pest, just might 
be the answer to profitable days ahead.  
 


