
 
 

 
Do You Take God’s Name in Vain?  

  

 
 
In Exodus chapter twenty God revealed His law to Moses, who in turn, revealed it 
to the children of Israel. This law was to be observed as holy and obeyed all the 
days of Israel. The law (or Ten Commandments) were written on stone for all men 
to see. The third commandment written is that “You shall not take the name of the 
LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His 
name in vain.” (Ex.20:7). This is repeated in (Deu.5:11). In ancient times a 
person’s name was more than just a name, more than just an identifier, it 
represented who they were, their reputation. Jehovah is a name that is greater than 
all names. It shows God to be holy, to be everything. Remember, when Moses was 
to go to the children of Israel and he asked, “who do I say sent me?” and God said, 
“I AM WHO I AM” In other words, He is all. 
 
When we think about taking the name of God in vain, one of the first things that 
typically come to our minds is cursing. Our current society uses profanity and the 
name of God so often in vain that it seems to have become the “norm.” Yes, even 
for those professing to be a child of God. Though it may be the case that they no 
longer think about what they are posting, texting, or even verbally saying, after all, 
it’s just letters – OM#. However, remember, “...the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain.” (Ex.20:7)  
 
You may be reading this and thinking “well this is definitely not a problem for 
me.” And if that be the case, great, but I want you to also consider that there is 
more than just one way to “take the name of the LORD your God in vain.” The 
word “vain” refers to something that is useless, worthless, or false. So, it goes 
beyond just words. When God punished Israel for bringing idols out of Egypt, He 
later explained His actions by saying, “But I acted for My name's sake, that it 
should not be profaned before the Gentiles among whom they were, in whose sight 
I had made Myself known to them, to bring them out of the land of Egypt.” 
(Ezek.20:9). Therefore, our very actions, and how we conduct our lives can “take 
the name of God in vain”  
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We as Christians must always keep in mind what and who we are. We are God’s 
people, people who are to “present their bodies (their lives/actions) a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God” (Ro.12:1). Remembering that we are 
representing the Church, God, and His precious name.  
 
In (Psa.50:14-16) Asaph wrote the following “Offer to God thanksgiving And pay 
your vows to the Most High. Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify Me. But to the wicked God says: "What right have you to 
declare My statutes, or take My covenant in your mouth” It makes me think about 
all these televangelists who enter the homes of millions “declaring God’s word,” 
and yet they are full of lies. They are full of vanity - “vain” something that is 
useless, worthless, or false.  
 
Brethren let us make sure that we are not taking the name of the LORD God in 
vain. In fact, remember the words of Paul in (Col.3:17) “And whatever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him.” 
  
 
 
   


