
 
 

 
  

Though Thanksgiving Has Passed 

 
 
 
 
  According to Time, the very first Thanksgiving took place in 1621 between the 
Wampanoag Indians and the pilgrims. More than 100 people attended and ate over 
a span of three days. Some traveled on foot for two days to attend this celebration 
that we continue to celebrate 398 years later; but boy, how times have changed.  
 
It was estimated that 55.3 million people traveled during the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Along with those 55 million who traveled, 46 million turkeys, plus, ham, chicken 
and 80 million pounds of fruits were served in just one day! Bring on the recliner, 
it’s nap time.  
 
With these estimates in mind, read the following poem by Maude M. Grant. “Take 
a turkey, stuff it fat, some of this and some of that. Get some turnips, peel them 
well. Cook a big squash in its shell. Now potatoes, big and white, mash till they are 
soft and light. Cranberries, so tart and sweet, with the turkey we must eat. Pickles-
yes-and-then, oh my! For a dessert a pumpkin pie, Golden brown, and spicy-sweet. 
What a fine Thanksgiving treat!” 
 
Hopefully, everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Though the holiday itself has 
passed, our thanksgiving and feasting should continue. Paul, in his letter to those in 
Thessalonica, encouraged them to “always pursue what is good both for 
yourselves and for all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  (1Thess.5:15-18). We 
also find in (1Tim.4:6) that if we will feast upon the word then we will be “... 
nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine...” 
 
So just as the grass and flowers need rain and sunshine to be nourished and to 
grow, the child of God needs the word. Peter put it best when he wrote: “as 
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby” 
(1Pt.2:2) and as one grows and matures they will move from milk to “solid food”  

 
Matthew Bransford 

 

 



(Heb.5:12). Is there any other way to grow, to mature, to live? Jesus in (Jn.6:63) 
said “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak 
to you are spirit, and they are life.” 

The problem is some never grow beyond milk and sadly they are content with that. 
The Hebrew writer warns about such in (Heb.5:13-14) “For everyone who 
partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But 
solid food belongs to those who are of full age...” One is able to become of full age 
then by feasting on the word of God, but not for themselves only, but to teach 
others as well. Remember (Heb.5:12) “For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers” and (Phil.2:4) “Let each of you look out not only for his own interests 
but also for the interests of others.” 

Brethren, we know better than to give place/room to the devil. One way we fight 
against the wiles of the devil is knowledge. Knowledge is how one can discern 
(Heb.5:14) “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who 
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and 
evil.”  Therefore, let us be “filled with all the fullness of God”  (Eph.3:19) and let us 
be “filled with all the knowledge” of God (Ro.15:4).  

Though the holiday of Thanksgiving has passed, our thanksgiving and feasting 
should continue, “in everything give thanks” and remember who it is that will be 
blessed “those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” 
(Mat.5:6).  

 


