
 
 

 

To Give - Or - Not To Give - Is the Question  
  

 
 
 
 
  Well, it is that time of year. The weather is changing, the sales are beginning, and 
people are out shopping. It is also the time of year when you pull into the parking 
lot, exit your vehicle and hear the faint sound of bells ringing. As you draw closer 
the sound gets louder and there outside the doors are those, oh so familiar, 
swinging red kettles; The Salvation Army.  
 
For some, there is no question of what they are going to do. They approach with 
money in hand and with a smile and a cheerful “Merry Christmas” they drop their 
money in the kettle. Others will move toward the doors looking down trying not to 
make eye contact as they battle whether to give or not. Should it be a battle? Is 
there anything wrong with giving to an organization where the goal is to help 
others?  
 
In general, no. There are a lot of great organizations that strive to help those in 
need. However, we should do our best to know and understand these groups and 
what they are about, how they operate, where their money is going. Before you 
reach into your pockets this season, consider the following about The Salvation 
Army.  
 
The Salvation Army is a program that claims “Christianity.” The following 
statement is taken directly from their webpage.  
 
Our Mission Statement. 
 
“The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian Church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is 
motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.” 
 

 
Matthew Bransford 

 

 



Being the Bible student you are it is easy to pinpoint that this “movement” is not 
part of the Lord’s church. Yet, they are claiming that what they are doing is being 
done “in His name” that is, by the authority of Jesus Christ. Should Christians help 
support the spreading of such false doctrine? (2Jn.9-11) “Whoever transgresses 
and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in 
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. anyone comes to you and 
does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 
for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.”  
 
It is also important to know The Salvation Army’s recent commitment to the 
LGTBQ. Here is their statement “You can help The Salvation Army serve our 
LGBTQ brothers and sisters” This commitment became public after singer Ellie 
Goulding threatened to cancel her half-time NFL show on Thanksgiving Day. She 
expressed that she would not go forward with her show due to a lack of LGBTQ 
support from The Salvation Army. The Salvation Army quickly addressed the 
situation by making a public appearance with the singer and stressing the support 
of this soul robbing, ungodly group.  
 
To give or not to give? Should it be a question? When you park, exit your vehicle, 
and begin to hear the faint sound of bells ringing, remember “...God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all.  
If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk-in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth.” (1Jn.1:5-6). Let us not walk in the fellowship of darkness, 
sharing in their deeds (2Jn.11; Ro.1:32), but in the light “that [our] deeds may be 
clearly seen, that they have been done in God” (Jn.3:21)  
   
 


