
 
 

 
  

Empty Seats Speak Loudly 

 
 
 
  As you look around this morning what do you see? What do you not see? Perhaps 
I should be a little more specific. When you look at the number of pews we have 
been blessed with, are they full? Are they empty? Or are they somewhere right in 
between? Are there spaces now open that at one time were occupied? Occupied 
with the sound of laughter, occupied with one’s voice singing, a baby crying. 
Where have they all gone? I understand there is more than just one answer to this 
question, and so consider the following. 
 
1. Someone is too ill to attend. Every congregation has people who are fully 
committed to doing God's will. They love Him and the church and never miss a 
service unless they are overtaken by sickness. If their place on the pew is vacant, 
you can be assured something is wrong.  
 
2. Someone is traveling. There are times when people are out of town. When the 
holidays roll around people travel to visit family and friends. Even when we know 
where they are, we still miss them and pray for their safe return. Hopefully, they 
are attending the Lord’s church wherever they are. 
 
3. Someone is visiting a nearby congregation. Nothing wrong with visiting and 
extending fellowship. It is always refreshing to meet with and friend new brothers 
and sisters in Christ. However, it can also be overdone. When someone is going 
from congregation to congregation it places a strain on their home congregation. It 
makes it hard to schedule men’s duties (leading prayers, helping on the Lord’s 
Table, reading scripture, etc.). I believe this would also be a good time to mention 
those who are habitually late or even walking in right as services are beginning. 
This places a strain on scheduling.   
 
4. Someone is weak in the faith. Every congregation has those who are weak and 
the one place they need to be, they are absent. They go missing for weeks at a time 
and think of themselves as spiritually strong; while all along they are so very weak. 
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They need encouragement, they need strengthening, but their seat remains absent 
during Bible class (9 am), worship (10 am), evening worship (5 pm) and 
Wednesday Bible class (7:30 pm) ... absent.   
 
5. Someone has returned to the world. Remember, Demas, forsook Paul because 
of his love for the world (2Tim.4:10). It is one of the saddest things to witness. 
Someone bowing and relinquishing power to the devil/world. As Paul states in the 
opening of (Gal. 1:6) “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 
called you in the grace of Christ...” 
 
6. Someone’s love has grown cold. Many seats that were once kept warm by a 
soul that was on fire for the Lord, for His church, and for His people are now 
empty. Nothing is left but a few vague memories and some missing attendance 
cards. A heart that was once full of zeal is now cold and hard.  
 
As you look around this morning what do you see? If you are reading this your seat 
is filled and hopefully with a heart that is full of zeal. A heart that is on fire for the 
Lord, His church, and His people. If this is the case find a once filled seat and do 
all that you can do to encourage that seat to be filled once again. Because empty 
seats speak loudly   
 
 
  

(thoughts are taken from unknown source – no name provided) 
 


