
 
 

 
  

Are We There Yet? 

 
 
 
Several years ago, the family and I went on a vacation to Virginia. This was the 
longest venture we had ever set out on. It took every nook and cranny that could be 
found in our small four-door Corolla, but we fit all that was needed for that week 
of travel. Did I mention, the luggage packed was for three girls and one guy. So, 
when I say that every nook and cranny was used, this by no means is a stretch.  
 
 While in Va. We helped the Robertson’s with a tent meeting, door knocked 
and received little rest, but all in all we had a blessed time; but it was time to head 
back home. Oh, how we longed to get back home. There are only so many songs 
on the radio (no XM, no blue tooth...radio), only so many signs to read, only so 
many games to play. Are we there yet?  
 
 I believe sometimes we can feel the same way here on this earth; as we long 
to be with the Father. Asking the question: “Are we there yet?” As Christians, we 
have a knowledge of things to come. We understand this earth is temporary. In 
fact, we often sing the song: “This world is not my home I'm just a passing through 
my treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.”  This knowledge that we 
have is a true blessing. It is what gives us hope to press on, hope to complete the 
work God has set before us.  
 
 Christ was sent to this earth to do the will of the Father. To carry out the 
work set before Him. He loved the Father and yearned to be back in his presence. 
In John chapter seventeen Jesus prayed this prayer: “I have glorified You on the 
earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O 
Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was.” (Jn.17:4-5). In (Jn.19:30) Jesus said: “It is finished!”  And 
bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  
 
 Paul, one who carried with him the same knowledge that we have, stressed 
this knowledge when he wrote: “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” 
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(Phil.1:21). Paul understood that there was still work to be done, though he longed 
to be with Christ.  
 
 Paul’s dilemma was he was facing the possibility of being put to death. A 
decision to be made by the Roman courts. Therefore, Paul is weighing two 
possibilities. The first being, “For to me, to live is Christ...” If Paul’s life was 
spared, he could continue to bear fruit for Christ. That is, that he, through his 
travels would continue to bring souls into the kingdom of God. He would be an 
advantage to Christ and the church. The second possibility, was for Paul’s life to 
be taken, in which he said, “to die is gain.” He would gain the much-desired rest 
from this world. He would gain the everlasting peace and joy knowing that he has 
arrived at home (Phil.3:20) “For our citizenship is in heaven...”  
 
 While we all long to be where our true citizenship lies. We must also 
remember there is work/labor to be done. Paul in (Phil.1:22) wrote, “But if I live 
on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor...”  Fruit is what Christ seeks 
from His followers “...My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit...”  
(Jn.15:8). Therefore, brethren we must “Go and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Mat.28:19). “Knowing that our labor is not in vain” (1Cor.15:58)   
 
 We, like Paul, anticipate eternity, and we, like Paul, want to be able to voice 
the words he wrote in (2Tim.4:7-8) “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, 
and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”  
 
 
 When we travel in a vehicle, we can map everything out and have a general 
idea when we will arrive back home. But, even with this knowledge, we still count 
the miles, the hour, the minutes, asking the question “are we there yet?” The same 
could be said of our wonderful home in heaven “are we there yet?”  
 
 
   


