
 
 

 
  

The Unforgiven Sin 

 
 
 
 
  I titled this article “The Unforgiven Sin” because of a statement made by Christ in 
Matthew 12:31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven 
men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.”  
  
 The entire context under consideration is Matthew 12:22-37. Beginning in 
verse 22, Jesus had just healed a man who was blind and mute. The cause of these 
physical deficiencies was due to demon-possession. To heal this man Jesus 
performed a miracle. Miracles were done to confirm the deity of Christ. That He 
was/is the Son of God. Miracles could not take place “unless God is with him” 
(Jn.3:2). 
 The Jews who were there and witnessed this miracle take place, could not 
deny it. However, their full intent was to somehow discredit Jesus. Perhaps they 
felt as if the spotlight had been taken off their “righteousness” and placed on One 
who was truly righteous. Verse 23 “And all the multitudes were amazed” and yet, 
it did not evolve the Pharisees.  
 Therefore, the Pharisees took action to direct the power that had just released 
a man from demon-possession. They said in verse 24 “This fellow does not cast 
out demons excepts by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” Beelzebub was the 
name taken from an idol of the Philistines of Ekron (2 Kings 1:2). In the context of 
Matthew Beelzebub was another name for the devil (ruler of the demons). Mark, in 
(Mk.3:30) records that they said, “He has an unclean spirit.” They blasphemed the 
Holy Spirit who was with Jesus (Mat.3:16) and labeled the work/power that had 
taken place as that done by an unclean spirit. This was the unforgiven 
sin...blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  
 Can one be guilty of this sin today? Well, not in the same manner. Demon-
possession, the casting out of demons and even the work of miracles all together 
are no longer necessary. The miracles served their purpose (see Mark 16:20; 
Heb.2:4).  
  However, one can still sin against the Spirit.  
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  1. We can resist the Spirit (Word) – (Acts 7:51-53) 
  2. We can grieve the Spirit – (Eph. 4:30)  
  3. A warning is given not to quench the Spirit (1 Thess. 5:19) 
  4. Also, read and meditate on (Heb.10:29)  
 God stands ready to forgive all who will come to Him with a repentant heart 
(2Pt. 3:9). “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1Jn.1:9) How thankful we are that God is 
a forgiving God. 
 
 
 
 


