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  Let us take a brief look at the context and meaning of the passages found in the 
book of 1 Corinthians 13:8-13. These passages have been widely misunderstood, 
twisted, and completely taken out of their contents. They have been used/misused 
to try and prove that the miraculous gifts used in the first century are still being 
used today, with a strong misunderstanding of why these miracles were being used 
in the first place. It is my hope to expose the two most common views and to bring 
to light the truth of the matter concerning 1 Corinthians 13:8-13. Centering the 
focus on the phrase “But when that which is perfect has come” found in verse ten.  
 The most common views on what Paul meant when he used the phrase “But 
when that which is perfect has come”, primarily giving attention to the word 
“perfect”, are as follows. The first view is that the perfect spoken of here by is 
referring to Christ. This would mean (and purposely so) that the miraculous gifts 
that Paul spoke of in the previous chapter and throughout the chapter being 
discussed at hand, are in fact still in effect today; and would remain in effect until 
the second coming of Christ. This stance is simply not the case and will be dealt 
with through the details of this analysis. The second view is that the word 
“perfect”, chosen by the inspired writer Paul, was to mean complete or mature. The 
complete, meaning the complete revelation of God. This is the correct 
understanding in which should be taken when examining this text. Of course, just 
like with any text, don’t take my word for it, but instead, let’s look at the evidence 
provided and make a rational decision based on our findings.  
 We will start with verse eight where right off the bat Paul made a 
comparison, this we should examine closely. In the NJKV it reads, “Love never 
fails” while in the ESV it reads “Love never ends” but Paul went on to write that 
“Prophecies would fail” and “Tongues would cease”. This should explain what? 
That one thing would never fail/end and one thing would. This alone you would 
think would pacify the average person, wrong. So, therefore, let’s examine it a 
little closer. Paul is showing the superiority of Love over the spiritual gifts that 
were mentioned in the text, this would be, prophecies, tongues, and knowledge, 
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and states the fact that spiritual gifts would be temporary. Paul is not slamming or 
degrading the usefulness of these gifts, he is simply presenting the truth about what 
the future would hold for them. There’s a saying, “it has served its purpose”, 
meaning whatever it is, it is time to let it go. That is what Paul is saying here. The 
time would come when these gifts would have served their purpose. The purpose 
of the gifts was to confirm the word (Mk.16:20). Once the complete word of God 
came the purpose would be fulfilled.  
 So, love will never fail/end, but these gifts will…the proper Greek word to 
use here is “katargeo”. This means “to be done away with, to condemn to 
inactivity, to destroy, to remove from the sphere of activity” (by Kittel’s 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament). There are some examples of this 
Greek word being used elsewhere in the Bible and it would be hard to 
misunderstand what it is talking about. In both 2 Timothy 1:10 and 1 Corinthians 
15:26 this Greek word is used and translated “abolished”, elsewhere it is used to 
describe the Old law being done away with 2 Corinthians 3:14, Ephesians 2:15. 
Now most, if you ask them if the Old law is still in effect, they will tell you no. 
They understand this same word when it fits what they want it to fit. These 
spiritual gifts were never meant to be forever, no more than the Law of Moses, the 
sacrifices, the veil of separation, all of these things served their purpose and it is 
understood, by most, that there has been something better that has taken their 
place.  
 In verse nine Paul begins to explain that they only knew in part and were 
only able to teach in part. Why do people want the hold on to something that only 
allowed the people to know and speak in part? If they would be honest with what 
Paul is saying here, Paul is fully explaining why the gifts would only be temporary, 
why the gifts would have to go away. This was due to the fact that it was only 
benefiting them halfway. How hard is it to understand “we know in part”, with 
these spiritual gifts, and “we prophesy in part”, with these spiritual gifts. It is not 
hard to get what Paul is saying. If someone goes out to purchase something, they 
don’t want to only receive half, they want the whole thing; Paul does too. Paul 
knew that there was more to come and he was trying to get this through to this 
group of Christians who were fighting over who’s gift was better, and letting them 
know that these things that you are fighting over will be gone one day, but love 
which is what you should be practicing will never end.  
 In verse ten Paul starts off with a word of contrast, “but”, this means that 
everything he had previously said, here’s the answer to it. So, yes, for now we 
know in part, yes, for now we prophesy in part, “but”, but what? But when that 
which is perfect has come. Here is where we get into the differences of opinion 
versus fact. Going back to the two main views, one is that the perfect here is 
talking about Christ. That when Christ returns, then at that time, is when these 
spiritual gifts in question will be done away with. The other view is that the 
“perfect” here is the perfect and complete revelation of Christ has come.  
 Therefore, since the main focus seems to be on the word “perfect” let’s start 
with it and then go from there. The word “perfect” here in Greek is “teleios” and 
the meaning of the word is as follows, “brought to its end, and finished, wanting 
nothing necessary to completeness” (Thayer’s Lexicon). Other lexicons such as 



(Arndt-Gingrich) and even (Young’s Concordance) hold to a similar definition, but 
they all hold to it meaning complete.  
 Also, when referring to people it holds the meaning of one who is “complete 
or mature” this will come back up again as we get further into this study. Now, the 
reason it is so very important to understand what the Greek meaning is in this 
context is that Paul was writing in his language (Greek) not our language 
(English). So, we cannot rely on how we would use or understand the word but 
how Paul intended for the word to be used and understood, and it means 
“complete”. With that being understood let’s look at the whole phrase “That which 
is perfect”. The two words “that which” are being used as adjectives here 
(adjective = describing words) to describe whatever this perfect is. If you hold to 
the view that the perfect here is referring to Christ, you are going to have a little 
challenge to get past. These two words are neuter words, this means they are used 
to describe something that is non-human. Christ is always, and I do mean always, 
spoken of in masculine terms, never as a “that” but as “He”…and so on, but never 
as a “that which”. This poses some serious thought to those who want to hold that 
this is speaking of Christ. The bottom line here is “that which is perfect” is 
speaking of something that when it comes it will be something that is complete. If 
we keep this term “that which is perfect” within its context we will see that it is 
referring back to “that which is in part”. What was it that was being done in part? 
Knowing, and prophesying! What was it that they were prophesying? The 
revelation of Christ, the gospel. So, what is “that which is perfect/complete”? The 
complete revelation of God.  
 These same thoughts run right into the next verse, verse eleven. What is to 
be remembered right here is the meaning of perfect when it comes to people. The 
word perfect when referring to people means “when one is mature, complete, fully 
grown”. With that in mind look how Paul opens verse eleven “When I was a child, 
I spoke as a child, I understood as a child; I thought as a child”. Paul is referencing 
back to verse nine, “know in part”, “prophesy in part” which we have examined 
and should by now understand that this refers to the perfect.  
Paul then explains that when the complete/the perfect comes he will become a 
man; he will be mature/complete. Paul then ends this thought by saying that when 
this happens, he will then be able to put away childish things. The childish things 
that Paul is talking about are the spiritual gifts, these things which are only 
allowing them to know in part and to speak in part.  
 In verse twelve Paul pretty much repeats his same thought but uses just a 
little different twist to it. He speaks of seeing in a mirror dimly, “for now”, 
meaning there will come a time when there will be a change; what kind of change 
though? Everything that Paul has been talking about, speaking as a child, knowing 
as a child, seeing in a mirror dimly, “for now”, is all reaching back to; knowing in 
part and prophesying in part, till that which is perfect/complete has come. When 
the perfect comes all will be better, they will be able to know in full, speak in full, 
and see all things clearly because their understanding will be mature/complete.  
 Some want to declare that the face to face here is speaking of seeing Christ 
face to face, “the perfect”. First, it doesn’t even fit the context, secondly, Christ is 
nowhere mentioned in this verse to even lean in that direction. Thirdly we have 



already established that the perfect cannot be referring to Christ, Christ is not a 
“That which”.  
 Paul wraps up this chapter, his thoughts, his encouragement, with the 
starting words of this ending verse being, “And now abide”. What is it that was 
still abiding? Faith, hope, and love. Notice the inspired writer, Paul, chose love 
above all, “The greatest of these three is love”. If we have love, everything else 
will follow, faith, hope, and all that comes with being a faithful child of God, 
perfect and complete. 
 

 
  
 
 
 


