
 
 

 

Is God Listening? 
  

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

 Does God hear every prayer offered up to Him? The answer, interestingly 
enough, is no. In the book that we often refer to as the book of wisdom, we find 
that some prayers are an outrage, a disgrace, an abomination to God - (Prov.28:9) 
“One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an 
abomination.”  
 
 Why would I refer to this as being “interesting?” Well, I find it to be 
interesting that a God that is just, a God that is patient, and a God that is so loving, 
could “receive” a prayer and deem it as an abomination. However, Is this case? Is 
it the “prayer” itself that God is condemning? Yes and no. 
 
 First, let me say, that God is, just, patient, and loving. And because these 
attributes are the characteristics of God, He must condemn all unrighteousness. So, 
in (Prov.28:9) we find an unrighteous man. One who had turned his ear from 
hearing the law, and because he had turned his ear, the prayer he was offering was 
noted as an abomination. Therefore, it wasn’t the prayer being rejected, but the one 
offering the prayer. It is man’s deeds that can deafen the ear of God. 
 
 Notice the following verses: (Isa.59:1-2) “Behold, the LORD's hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your 
iniquities have separated you from your God, and your sins have hidden His face 
from you so that He will not hear.” Therefore, it is not some shortcoming of God 
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that His face has been turned, His ear deaf to those who call, His “helping” hand 
shortened and unable to reach, “But your iniquities have separated you from your 
God”  
 
 We never want our prayers to be hindered nor thought of as abomination! 
Hence, we must consider closely the words of James in (James 5:16 b) “The 
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” One who is righteous 
will not “turn their ear from God’s law.” No, instead, they will seek to do His will. 
John, in (Jn.9:31) wrote: “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if 
anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.”  
 
 So, we have seen from God’s word that He hears the prayers of the 
righteous. Of those who will not turn their ear from the law but turn in the direction 
of His will. Remember, “the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are 
open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
(1Pt.3:12)  
 
 
 
   


