
 
 

 
How do you Judge Worship?  

 

 
 
 
  

 
The majority of those reading this article have already made a judgment 
concerning today’s worship service; possibly on the way here. This judgment is 
typically based on past thoughts, feelings, expectations, etc. Some were, and are, 
excited to be here this morning. Eager to worship, and fellowship with brethren. 
They look forward to interacting in Bible class, participating in worship, and 
interacting with one another afterward. However, for some, worship has simply 
become boring.  
 
 This boredom has motivated some to remain absent from Bible class and/or 
worship. They justify this behavior with their inward thoughts being “I’ll come 
when things change”. What things could be changed you ask? Well, this can be 
different depending upon the individual. Perhaps some changes are as “simple” as 
lighting, carpet, landscaping, bring a whole new “feeling” and appeal to the 
outward eye. Some congregations have made changes. Such as, changing the order 
of services. Moving the Lord’s Supper to the end of services. Having Bible 
class(es) after worship. Changing the number of songs sang, either by adding or 
subtracting.  
 
 Other changes have been made that no doubt cross the line of John chapter 
four verse twenty-four. Some of these changes include Hand applause, to bring 
some excitement. Dimming the lights and singing during the Lord’s Supper to 
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cater to the emotions of the people; while The Christ is being robbed of His glory. 
The addition of mechanical instruments to “enhance” the singing. These and other 
lines have been crossed in the church that Christ had no intention of being crossed, 
all in the name of eliminating the demands of the “bored”. 
 
 I understand that many other things could be listed, for example: “I just 
really don’t like the way Bible class is taught” or “The preacher preaches to long” 
or how about “I didn’t get anything out of worship today”. Nevertheless, are all 
these things truly THE problem? Or, is there a much deeper problem?  
 
 In John chapter four verse twenty-four Jesus is addressing how future (the 
Christian age – today) worship would be, must be, conducted “God is Spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (Jn.4:24). To worship 
with the right spirit means that one must worship with the right attitude, the right 
heart. Remember the words Christ spoke concerning the heart: “…For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Mat.12:34). Not only will the heart 
affect one’s speech, but their thoughts “For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts…” (Mat.15:19). And how can we forget the words of wisdom found in 
(Prov.23:7) “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he”. The heart can be deceptive 
(Jer.17:9) “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked…” at the 
end of the verse a question is asked “Who can know it?” In other words, who can 
know the heart? God, God knows the heart of man (Jer.17:10) “I, the LORD, 
search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according to his ways, 
According to the fruit of his doings.” Something to consider as again the question 
is asked “How do you judge worship” 
 
 A few verses to give thought to this morning. “And Ezra opened the book in 
the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. 
Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
So, they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense 
and helped them to understand the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, 
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the 
people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep." For all 
the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. (Neh.8:5-9)  
 
 


